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his money is to be divided: bequests of fifty thousand reis to the
Brothers of the Misericordia; twenty cruzados for the poor; Masses
for his soul; thirty thousand reis for a large silver candlestick for the
plantation chapel; twenty cruzados to the Confraternity of the Most
Blessed Sacrament; from three to six thousand milreis to other con-
fraternities. All this represented a great dispersion of money, to the
prejudice of a patriarchal perpetuity and cohesion of goods in the
hands of legitimate sons.83

Rarely did a plantation-owner die without freeing, in his will,
some of the Negroes and mulatto women on his estate. True, "the
freedman," as Alcantara Machado remarks in reference to the slaves
on Sao Paulo plantations in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries,
"is very often a bastard, fruit of the testator's amours or the offspring
of some member of the family and a Negro woman of the house-
hold."84 Bastards, natural sons-what sugar-planter did not have
them in large number? Rarely was there a patriarch in those days who,
at the moment of "unburdening his conscience," could seraphically
declare as did Manoel Thome de Jesus in Pernambuco: "In God's
name, Amen. Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Three distinct Persons
and one true God. Know all men by these presents that in the year
of the Birth of Our Lord Jesus Christ one thousand eight hundred
and fifty-five, on the tenth day of the month of October of the said
year, I, Manoel Thome de Jesus, being in sound mind and in my home
on the new plantation of Noruega, parish of Our Lady of the Stair,
etc. ... do hereby make my solemn testament in the form, mode,
and manner following. . . ." This exceedingly devout and scrupulous
Catholic then goes on to commend his soul to Our Lord Jesus Christ,
"my Redeemer, Saviour, and Glorifier," to Most Holy Mary, Our
Lady, to the Archangel Michael, "Prince of the Court of Heaven,
and to his principal companions who are there in the presence of God
and who carry out His orders, St. Gabriel, St. Raphael, St. Uriel, St.
Theatrical, St. Barakiel"; following which comes the impressive state-
ment: "I declare that I have been married three times, always with
the blessing of the Church . . ." and "that I have no natural son or
bastard. . , ." This last is truly a sensational declaration for the
epoch.

Manoel Thome further directed that, attendant upon the death of
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